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tha work in preparing
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Is produce fit-

ting Not only
every- - detail perfectly

the hu-

man" EtagQ property, also
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ficult as ot tho inanimate
stage.

opera Js to produced
in

ot
tho musical

in native
language tho opera harsh and
uneven when In

fact, every ot
put forth

.each perfect to
make whole.

the

case poir.J is that of the 1

of "The which has been
by the Catle Square

Is the first tirr.c opera has been pro-
duced in intention ot
the to have piece com-
plete in every detail. The

afforded In "The Prophet"
are thai special work has been going

for severoil weeks past upon scenery.
This has berjn supervised by C. H. IUttcr, and
tho scenic artist',' who waa brought hero

t ...,
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ll
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Music Hall To-Morro- w

America
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great attention, being
worked on by several painters, were
putting tho scene In sections. Each

and turret of the tower was painted
on sheet, and seemed mysteri-
ous to what the smaller pieces were to be
attached. This was explained in a

when hoarse voice called down
something from tho tipper regions to tho
men on the stage, and with much creaking
and castle already painted on
canvas came slowly down from tho
where had

This held up tho rear of stage
and tho pieces on which the men wcro

ex-

actly Into spaces left them and com-

pleted the apsect of the painted
scene. The will moved from

wall and to the will
present tha appearance of a solid piece of
masonry, built tho
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THE FROZEN LAKE. 1

As the piece has never been rendered here
tho Castle Square Company, great

Is being paid to this In or-

der to make the first appearance of the
opera Tho care was

taken have all .pieces work smoothly
evenly and to havo the

'air. supervUed the

III, of piece, even being tha
9 IIIII " ociuare stretched upon t:io operation.
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' '" " ' ' if i) A sccne dlsdosed to tho Publc l- -

I '.''' iT v evening, which will bo vastly dlf--
f ll fcrent from that has prevailed at

I ;y (T T Music Hall for the past three weeks. During

tft' tllat tlme was steadily going on, but
K."" 5Lt- - 2 AKSftkj the hall appeared dim and gloomy to theJ ' i tSf sight, the stage, with Its raised cutraln,
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a This contra a and shores ludicrous, be
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1' P I S I All the wooden
' f' S E flail J frames, covered with on which,v ' It-- ". 6VT ,.f Q 'it m -- fl busy reproducing the outlines
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Few whehavo not actually

a
can realize stupendous

expenditure a is
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the bs
complete and pic-

ture the "locality It represents, but
must

be an eye to
lta last. work u dlf- -
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the manufacture
belongings the

an be for the
first a language, the Is

Kspecially laborious is the
director, a selection

pleasing rythmic
of bcCming

produced a foreign
In attache the company is
required the utmost exertions,

must be
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by tho was effected by the painters,
who to the
framo work a and then
pressed down the edges ot
over It.

One of the prettiest scenes In tho opera
will be the view of the lake, which is sup-
posed frozen over and
skaters. This Is the first of the third
act, and tho camp of tho is
pictured in a fore.iL Facing the
audience Is tho lake, to tho hori-
zon, where it Is lost mist. The lake Is

with snow. As may be
an for beautiful

staging. Tho sun Is supposed to bo set-

ting, and Its light, shining throush tho
forest and over tho lake, makes a striking
picture.

Tho chorus plays an vart
this scene, a portion of the girls and men
being supposed to be skating over the sur
face ot tho lake. They are fitted with roller
skate?, and tho of breaking In a
chorus only to the de-

mands of so far as are
may

!. i.ii.i .!. I...
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The scene the Cathedral at
Munster H another piece ot

Tho of this scene has

of Its tho,
Is excellent.

AH the havo been designed by Mr.
and the amount which Is

left to his care by a glanco
at tho charts The ground
plan of an operatic Is merely a
sheet of .paper, on which drawn roughly.
a few lines, with some scrib-
bled over the edges., 'Mr. Rittcr studies one
ot theso and seems to

from Its 'use.
He will also explain it "a

"This line," he' will say, to
pencil stroke draw-- roughly down the pa-

per, back sccne. You see
it has 'Castle' written behind it.

that I am to design, a castle
rear. These, straight lines at tho side, Witn
'Cottage.' written across each one, means

&
j " v

-r

the shelter of the castle. These
at the the various entrances and
show me where I am to leave them. Each
piece of scenery must be up In such a
way that It will have the openings
they are necessary for tho proper entrance
and exit of the singers. When I am

a slip like this I then the scenery

"Of course, tho actual of the
scenery, the styles of vogue
at the time and all sort of thing has
to be In making up the scene. A
small mistake In that line would make thz

care-
fully avoided."

The chorus Is another feature of "Th;
which, like the Itself,

will bo a novelty here. Besides the rezur
lar chorus of ICO which will ba retained

the season, a special chorus of
100 will be added, as well as choir of thirty
boys, under the direction of H. H. Darby,
AH these will bo used, tho extra

for the crowds, the choir for the
cathedral sccne.

The work of the chorus is
feature to jealousy
In such bodies cuts little figure here, al-

though tho members their
and exalted Ideas of their own

just as may be found in tho higher
stago circles. There Is plenty ot

for studying human nature, how-

ever, as by the various mem-
bers.

The tendency to drift toward the
of the stage and as close to tho

the. femalo members, and is stopped
rehearsals by Director

planting himself near the facing
the chorus and moving the members hack
to they belong In the general pic-

ture. The result Is a of
the chorus, and far more effective

of whole.
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At the same time that the. chorus is
put through Its work a way. It
Is also' a musical way. Tho
orchestra comes In 'for its share, and Mu
sical Director Adolph his" I

working over tho body.' When asked
h" -

. Q. to was by forest, thu sceno appear and has
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tion, Mr. had the

" Prophet Is to t
chef d'ocuvre. It. a

opera in all the chief theaters
where it Is produced and always

during" each season. Its popu
larity has never waned Is always sur
to draw full houses.

"It however, ono of tha moat difficult
and Intricate operas to stage, not aloaa
from the largo amount of Bpccfal scenery
needed for its proper and produc
tion, but also on account of the- diaiculi
it offers In properly the cast of tho
singers, who must, at the same time possess
marked abilities. is
.this tho case In the role of Fides, whera a
voice Is reuuired the enormous
range from S flat to high B flat. part
also, calls for great

"The two greatest exponents of this rola
said to be Marianne Brand,

who sang the part In German at the
In Now York

success, and Mmc. Schuman
who created a furoro lately In that role la
several of tho leading German houses.

"The numbers In the
vast numbers of singers, the grand ensem-
ble in the cathedral scene being most

and highly effective. It comes to
a sublime towards the end of tho
act with an ensemble of persons on tho
stago.

"There is hardly any. doubt but that after
In English in this coun- -'

try at tho Music Hall, '.The Prophet' will
become- - one of the standard operas in tho
American grand opera That the
opera has not been In tho lan-
guage before this Is due tho
largo required in Its produc- -
tlon." -

One of the most scenes,
revert to the staging of tho piece, comes
at the close of the third act.. is a

of the sceno the camp
of the by the lake. The mist
which hangs over the horizon, dispelled
'as John, the Prophet, closes
to his and urges them, against
Munster. As the- mist clears away tho
towers and of Munster seen ;
In the distance and pointed out.by John.

The army utters cries of Joy and tha cur-
tain falls just as they start on their marcUagainst' tho city." .
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